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Public Law 104£192 
104th Congress 
An Act 


To vee title 18, United States Code, to carry out 


ae a neue blications 
Aug. 2111996 i B United States under the Geneva Conffentions 
iopion e criminal penalties 


RB 3680] ‘for certain war crimes. 


War Be it enacted bv the Senate and non 
on of ; Revresentatives 
of 1996. the United States of America in Congress 
18 USC assemble 
a SECTION ff SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the "War Crimes 
Act of 1996". 
SEC.)2. CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR CERTAIN WAR 
CRIMES. 


(a) IN GENFRATEitle 18, United States 
Code. is amen 


by inserting after chapter 11/7 the following: 
"CHAPTER 1182WAR CRIMES 


"Sec. 
"2401. War crimes. 


®§2401. War crimes 


E(a) OFFENSFI@Whoever. whether inside 
or outside the United 
States. commits a arave hreach of the 
Geneva Conventions. 
anv of the circumstances’ described in 
suhsection (h). sha e ne 
under re nee or imovrisoned for life or 
anv of vears or 
both. i “if death results to the victim. 
shall also be subject to 
the nenaltv of death. 

"(h) CIRCTIMSTANCRSEiithe circumstances 


referred in sub- 
section (a) are fee the nerson committina 
such breach or the 
on of such hreach is a memher of the 
Arm Forces of the 

Uric States or a national of the Ulited 
States (as defined in 


section 101 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act). 
(Cc) DEFINITIONSIAs used in_ this 


section. the term arave 
breach of the Geneva Panventg s! means 
conduct. defined a 
arave hreach in anv of the ataiaiianel 
conventions relatina to 
the laws of warfare sianed at Geneva 12 
Auaust. 1949 or anv 
nrotocol to anv such convention. to which 
the United States is 
a pa 


(b) Cl.ERICAT. AMENDMENT|= The table of 
chapters for part 
of title 18, hited States Code, is 


amend ent. 


ed by. 
insertl 


a to 
chanter 
117 the 
followi 
na new 
item: 
F118. 
War 


crime 
2401". 
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